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On the occasion of its 100th scientific meeting, the 
Society for General Microbiology decided to 
celebrate with a symposium to present an overview 
of microbiology. Naturally the huge advance of 
the subject since the society was inaugurated in 
1945 necessitated limitation of the view to a few 
topics only. 
In essence five aspects of microbiology have 
been covered: evolution, ecology and bacterial 
diversity, metabolism (its regulation and 
energetics), genetics, medical interests, and finally, 
the social importance. The emphasis is on the 
descriptive ecological approach. This arbitrary 
selection omits, ultrastructure, growth dynamics, 
photosynthesis, and strangely the eukaryotes, 
although they are specifically mentioned in the 
title. 
E30.00 
Despite the limitations and the misleading title, 
I found the book to be absorbing reading. The 
authors have packed their articles with informa- 
tion, excellently documented with copious 
bibliographies. In addition, good attempts have 
been made to identify the problems in the fields 
treated. The articles may confidently be turned to 
as up-to-date, wide-ranging surveys of the subjects 
and their frontiers. 
One is left with the impression that if fundamen- 
tal science is concerned with a subject’s potential 
for dramatic advance then the microbiological 
field ought to have the highest priority. 
S.J. Pirt 
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Over the years, one has grown accustomed to 
multi-author volumes (many of them being the 
proceedings of meetings) in which the various 
chapters have obviously been written without 
reference to each other, with no attempt at achiev- 
ing a common format and, sometimes, with no 
clearly discernible plan holding the thing together. 
The result can have some of the superficial 
qualities of a patchwork qult (with none of the lat- 
ter’s attractions) and may leave one wondering 
why the authors, editors and publishers ever 
bothered to produce the thing in the first place. A 
second look at some of the chapters may then be 
reassuring: the authors maybe did not try too hard. 
All of the above is worth saying in the present 
context because the present volume avoids just 
about all those pitfalls and criticisms. It is a 
pleasure to report that Drs Demain and Solomon 
have assembled a team of authors who have not 
harmed their reputations one bit by the chapters 
they have contributed. The publisher has done his 
job too so that the end product is an attractive 
167 
